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SUMMARY: IN HIS WELCOMING SPEECH TO THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
ON ANTARCTIC DEVELOPMENT, XII REGION INTENDENTE GENERAL NILO 
FLOODY BUXTON REAFFIRMED CHILE'S SOVERIEGN RIGHTS IN THE ANTARCTIC. 
THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A PAPER WHICH OUTLINED CHILE S HISTORICAL 
AND LEGAL INTERESTS THERE. THE NAVY ACTIVELY PROMOTED PUNTA ARENAS 
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AS AN INTERNATIONAL JUMP-OFF POINT AND RESUPPLY BASE FOR ANTACTIC 
EXPEDITIONS BY OFFEREING TAX-FREE IMPORTS AND FLOATING DRY 
DOCK FACILITIES FOR SHIP REPAIRS. APART FROM THIS, THE SYMPOSIUM 
WAS NON-CONTROVERSIAL. TWENTY-FIVE PAPERS WERE OFFERED ON A 
VARIETY OF SUBJECTS; THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL OF WHICH CALLED FOR 
AN INTERNATIONAL ICENSING AUTHORITY WITH FREE ACCESS TO ALL BIDDERS 
FOR MINIERAL EXPOLORATION AND A TREATY ON FISHING SIMILAR TO THE 
CONVENTION ON ANTARCTIC SEALS. THE AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE 
OPPOSED THE LICENSING AUTHORITY BUT CALLED FOR A FISHERIES 
CONVENTION FOR WATERS SOUTH OF 60 DEGREES LATITUDE WITH A 
REGIONAL FISHERIES CONTROL COMMITTEE. BRAZIL INFORMALLY ANNOUNCED 
PLANS FOR A MONTH-LONG EXPEDITION IN JANUARY 1978, IN WHICH IT 
WOULD ESTABLISH A LAND BASE AND CARRY OUT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
IN THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA. A SECOND EXPEDITION SCHEDULED ONE 
YEAR LATER WOULD BE DONE JOINTLY WITH ANOTHER COUNTRY, PORBABLY 
CHILE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON ANTARCITC DEVELOPMENT TOOK 
PLACE IN PUNTA ARENAS, CHILE DURING AAAAAAAAAAAAAPRIL 12-14, 1977, U 
NDER 

THE CO-SPONSORSHIP OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHILE'S INSTITUTE 
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AND THE PATAGONIAN INSTITUTE. THE 
SYMPOSIUM OPENED WITH A FORMAL CEREMONY ON APRIL 1 1 IN WHICH THE 
XII REGION INTENDENTE, GENERAL NILO FLOODY BUXTTON, REAFFIRMED 
CHILE'S LEGAL AND HISTORIC CLAIMS TO THE ANTARCTIC IN HIS 
WELCOMING SPEECH. THIS UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT WAS FOLLOWED ON APRIL 
12 BY PATAGONIAN INSTITUTE DIRECTOR MATTEO MARTINIC WHO PRESENTED 
A PAPER OUTLINING CHILE S HISTORIC CLAIMS TO ANTARCTIC TERRITORY. 
MARTINIC ALSO ORGANIZED A TOUR OF THE PUNTA RENAS AREA FOR THE 
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AFTERNOON OF APRIL 13 WHICH HIGHLIGHTED LOCAL MONUMENTS TO 
CHILEAN POLITICIANS AND SCIENTISTS WHO WERE PROMINENT IN CHILEAN 
ANTARCTIC ACTIVITIES. APART FROM THESE INCIDENTS, SYMPOSIUM 
CO-DIRECTOR FRANCISCO ORREGO VICUNA MANAGUED TO AVOID SENSITIVE 
POLITICAL ISSUES AND CONSCIENTIOUSSLY TRIED TO PREVENT HIS COUNTRY- 
MEN FROM USING THE SYMPOSIUM AS A FORUM FOR PUSING THEIR CLAIMS. 

HE SUCCEEDED FOR THE MOST PART, ALTHOUGH THE CHILEAN NAVY TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROMOTE PUNTA ARENAS AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT BASE AND SPRINGBOARD FOR ANTARCITC EXPEDITIONS. 

2. TWENTY-FIVE PAPERS WERE PRESENTED ON THE FOLLOWING GENERAL 
SUBJECTS: 

A) PAST AND FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR ANTARCTIC DEVELOPMENT; 

B) THE PROGRESS OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AS A A BASIS FOR 
ANTARCTIC DEVELOPMENT; 

C) DEVELOPMENT OF LIVING RESOURCES IN THE ANTARCTIC; 

D) MINERALS AND HYDROCARBONS IN ANTARCTIC DEVELPMENT; 

E) TRANSPORTATION AND TOURISM AS FACTORS IN ANTARCTIC 
DEVELOPMENT; 
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G) INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR ANTARCTIC DEVELOPMENT. 

3. MOST OF THE PAPERS WERE PRESENTED BY CHILEAN SCIENTISTS. 

ANTARCTIC VETERANS WHO WERE PRESENT CLAIMED THAT THERE WAS 
NOTHING REALLY NEW IN THEIR FINDINGS. IN FACT, THERE WAS A 
TENDENCY ON THE PART OF SCIENTISTS FROM ALL COUNTRIES REPRESENTED 
TO GIVE A BROAD OULINE OF THEIR COUNTRY'S ACTIVITIES AS A SORT 
OF PUBLIC RELATIONS GESTURE. THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL PAPER WAS 
PRESENTED BY GREAT BRITAIN'S DR. BRIAN ROBERS OF THE SCOTT 
POLAR RESEARCH INSTITUTE. THE PAPER WAS TITLED "INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION FOR ANTARCTIC DEVELOPMENT: THE TEST FOR THE ANTARCTIC 
TREATY." IN IT DR. ROBERTS CALLED FOR GREAT BRITAIN TO TAKE 
THE LEAD BY FOREGOING ITS CLAIMS TO ANTARCTICA BY SUPPORTING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL LICENSING AUTHORITY AMONG 
ANTARCTIC TREATY NATIONS, PLUS A FEW OTHER NATIONS THAT MAY QUALIFY 
FOR CONSULTATIVE STATUS IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AND PERMIT FREE 
ACCESS TO ANTARCTIC MINERAL RESOURCES TO ALL BIDDERS. 
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OF COURSE, THE LICENSING BODY MUST BE GIVEN THE AUTHORITY TO 
ENFORCE ENVIRONMENTAL MEASURES. A LARGE PORTION OF THE PROFITS 
GAINED WOULD BE PLOWED BACK TO THE BENEFIT OF ALL NTAIONS. ROBERS 
ALSO CALLED FOR A TREATY ON FISHING SIMILAR TO THE CONVENTION 
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FOR THE PREOTECTION OF ANTARCTIC SEALS. AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO CHILE IAN NICHOLSON TOOK EXCEPTION TO ROBERTS' SUGGESTON 
OF AN INTERNATIONAL LICENSING AUTHORITY FOR MINERALS EXPLOITATION 
BUT HIMSELF CALLED FOR A FISHERIES CONVENTION BY ALL TREATY 
POWERS FOR WATERS SOUTH OF 60 DEGREES LATITUDE WITH A REGIONAL 
FISHERIES CONTROL COMMITTEE. AMBASSADOR NICHOLSON INSISTED THAT 
FAO NOT BE GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY OF OVERSEEING THE CONVENTION 
"BECAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE OF A STRONG GROUP WITH AIMS NOT IN TH 
BEST INTERESTS OF MOST TREATY MEMBERS." 

4. BRAZIL SENT FIVE RPRESENTATIVES TO THE YMPOSIUM. THEIR 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING EXPEDITION COSTS AND PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED 
SUGGESTED THAT BRAZIL WAS PLANNING AN EXPEDITION IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION. DR. ARISTIDES PINTO COELHO. 

DIRECTOR OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AT THE BRAZILIAN INSTITUE 
FOR ANTARCTIC STUDIES (IBEA), TOLD EMBASSY SCIENCE OFFICER ADKINS 
THAT BRAZIL IS PLANNING AN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION FOR JANUARY 1978, 

IN WHICH THEY WILL ESTABLISH A SMALL LAND BASE ON THE ANTARCTIC 
PENINSULA. THE FIRST EXPEDITION WILL BE COMPOSED ENTIRELY OF 
BRAZILIANS AND WILL LAST ONE MONTH. A SECOND EXPEDITION WILL FOLLOW 
ONE YEAR LATER IN WHICH ANOTHER COUNTRY, PROBABLYCHILE, WILL BE 
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE. DR. PINTO SAID THAT BRAZIL PLACES 

PRINCIPAL IMPORTANCEON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND THAT BRAZIL'S 
MAIN INTEREST IS IN THE FOOD AND WATER RESOURCES OF THE ANTARCTICA. 
ANTARCTIC MINERAL EXPLOT ATION FOR BRAZIL, ACCORDING TO DR. PINTO, 
WOULD BE VERY FAR IN THE FUTURE. SINCE IBEA IS A PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATION WITH SOME GOVERNMENT FUNDING, DR. PINTO'S REMARKS 
MAY NOT REFLECT GOB POLICY. 

5. ONE PAPER PRESENTED BY CHILEAN NAVAL COMMANDER RUBEN SCHEMING 
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NAVARRO WAS TITLED "THE DEVELPMENT OF ANTARCTIC TRANSPORT ATION." 
WHILE COVERING THE TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM THOROUGHLY, COMMANDER 
SCHEMING TOOK CARE TO POINT OUT IN SOME DETAIL THE NATURAL 
ADVANTAGES OF PUNTA ARENAS AS A SUPPLY BASE AND JUMP-OFF POINT 
FOR ANTARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. AFTER THIS PRESENTATION. CHILEAN NAVAL 
CAPTAIN FRANCISCO GARCIA HUIDOBRO OF THE OFFICE OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 
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BUTTON-HOLED SCIENCE OFFICER ADKINS AND ASKED THAT A STRONG PITCH 
BE MADE TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ABOUT USING PUNTA ARENAS AS A 
RESUPPLY BASE FOR PALMER STATION. CAPTAIN GARCIA SAID THAT THE GOC 
WILL SOON DECLARE PUNTA ARENAS A TAX-FREE PORT WHICH WOULD FACIL- 
ITATE THE IMPORATION AND STORAGE OF SUPPLIES. THE NAVY ALSO HAS 
A FLOATING DRY DOCK IN TALCAHUANO THAT IT WOULD BE WILLING TO 
MOVE TO PUNTA ARENAS FOR SHIP REPAIRS. PRESUMABLY, TOUTING PUNTA 
ARENAS AS A RESUPPLY BASE WAS THE MOTIVE FOR ITS SELECTION AS THE 
SYMPOSIUM SITE. 

6. GENERAL FLOODY'S AND PROFESSOR MARTINIC'S INTEMPRRATE 

ACTIONS MAY HAVE ADDED TO THE DOUBTS OF ALREADY SUSPICIOUS FOREIGN 

PARTICIPATN S ABOUT CHILE'S MOTIVES IN SPONSORING THE SYMPOSIUM. 

BE THAT AS IT MAY, THERE WERE SINCERE EFFORTS ON THE PART OF 

MOST CHILEANS PRESENT TO AVOID THIS TYPE OF CONTROVERSY. THEREFORE, 

A MORE GENEROUS INTERPRETATION OF THEIR MOTIVE WOULD BE A DESIRE 
TO CLEAN UP THEIR TARNISHED INTERNATIONAL IMAGE, CREATE INFORMED 
DOMESTIC INTEREST IN ANTARCTICA, PROMOTE THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
OF PUNTA ARENAS, AND GRAB OFF A BIT OF INTERNATIONAL PRESTIGE. 

WHAT IS CERTAIN IS THAT THROUGHOUT THE SYMPOSIUM AND FOLLOW-UP 
VOYAGE BY SYMPOSIUM GUESTS ABOARD THE NAVAL TRANSPORT AQUILES 
TRHOUGH THE STRAITS OFFMAGELLAN, THE BEAGLE CANAL AND CAPE HORN, 
THE CHILEANS PROVED TO BE CHARMING, ATTENTIVE HOSTS. 

POPPER 
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